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by an act of hostility to myself of which. I was, however, ignorant, or it would seem, weakly incredulous.
It will be recollected that Mr. McLane in his letter to me of the 9th of August spoke of a visit to the north which he had in contemplation to consult with me in relation to certain changes of which we had spoken whilst I was at "Washington; and to make some suggestions both in regard to himself and others which he deemed important. I received also from him some weeks later a brief note fixing the time when he would come to New York and by desire of the President (concurring with his own views of "indispensable necessity") converse with me on "sundry grave matters." The " grave matters " referred to were of no less importance than the transfer of Mr. Livingston,1 then Secretary of State, to France, the elevation of Mr. McLane to the Department of State and—last, though 'by no means least, either in point of importance in his estimation or in respect to the aggravated difficulties which were thrown around the subject by his views in respect to it—the appointment of a new Secretary of the Treasury to supply the vacancy that would be created by his own advancement. The two first movements had ceased to be open questions and waited only the expedient moment for their execution. The last was one of great delicacy as well as difficulty, in consequence of the relation in which the Administration stood towards the Bank of the United States 'and the peculiar duty that the Secretary of the Treasury0 would, in all probability, be called upon to perform. Mr. McLane was openly in favour of the recharter of the Bank—had 'been opposed to the President's veto and was equally decided against the next great step the President had in view—that of substituting some of the State Banks for the Bank of the United States as the depository of the public revenues. He came to New York and we there had the interview he desired.
My opinions in respect to the best course to be pursued were communicated to him without reserve. These were that Mr. Taney should be appointed Secretary of the Treasury and Mr. Butler2 Attorney General in his place, both of which appointments were finally made after the President had been subjected to a world of trouble by the intermediate selection of Mr. Duane3 for the first office. The preference I expressed for the selection of Taney for the Treasury is alluded to in the letter from Mr. McLane to me which follows, though not in express terms. He opposed it at our
1 Edward Livingston.
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2 Roger B. Taney, of Maryland, and Benjamin P. Butler, of New York.
3 William J. Duane.
127483°—-VOL 2—20------38asty suggestions. I write as I feel, and as every true friend to the President, in this City, feels.
